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A REVIEW by Larry facksou

Do we really need Eurovisign?

This Saturday night, as many as 100 million people will be watching the Eurovision song
contest, An enormous amount of money is spent on the contest each year. Everyone agrecs
that most of the songs aren’t that good and the show itself is in questionable taste. Is it time
to give up on Eurovision?

This ridiculous contest doesn’t serve the purpose for which it was created. When
Eurovision began in 1956, Europe was still recovering from World War 1. The goals of the
contest were to help bring the nations of Europe
together and (o choose the best new popular song,
However, the contest hasn’t done anything to
strengthen European unity. and it isn’t a good way
of choosing high-quality music either. While the
contest was once judged by a panel from cach
country, today television audiences in most
countries vote by phone. In both cases people tend
1o vote for countries that they Like rather than for

the best song.

Eurovision contestants are atlowed to sing in any language they choose, with the result that
many songs are in English. Rather than finding a song that represents their country’s
culture, the contestants are focused on winning. Not only that, but performers don’t even
have to be citizens of the country that they are singing for. This makes the contest far less
interesting, and it misses the point of having different countries compete with one another.

Perhaps we could justify having this contest if it helped unknown singers build successful
careers in entertainment. However, that doesn’t usually happen. There have been a few
exceptions, such as Celine Dion, a Canadian who sang for Switzerland in 1988, and the
Swedish group Abba, who won in 1974 with the song Waterloo. While there have been a
couple of performers who were already big stars when they entered the contest, such as
Olivia Newton John and Cliff Richard, most contestants are second-rate singers who never
become well known.

Amazingly, some countries still care about winning, especially the smaller countries. For
example, during communist times, Eurovision was a symbol of liberty for the Estonians.
Their television shows were censored and Eurovision wasn’t broadcast on Estonian TV.

In the 1990s Estonia became a democracy and began participating in Eurovision. When
they won the song contest in 2001, peopie ran out into the streets to celebrate.

However. in my mind, the pride of small countries is not a good enough reason to keep this
conltest alive. Let’s stop wasting money and find another way to determine what the best

popular songs are,
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ROW B (40 points)
Questions
(1) What is the purpose of this review"
10 trace the history ot Earovision
to praise Eurovision
to question the importance of Eurovision
1o explain the importance of Eurovision
{3 points)
£2) A major even had just ended in Europe when the Eurovision began. What was it?

(4 points)

(3) According to lines 5-16. one of the goals of the first Eurovision contest was (o
Choose the most popular European country
make Europe more popular
choose the best new popular singer
make Europe more united
{2 points)
(4) Complete the chart (12 points)
Year . Event Referred To

| 1936

i Abba won Eurovision

Mogs ‘ |

| Fstonia won the contest

(5) Abba and Celine Dion were spccial/ﬁoﬂ(ﬂr points)

(6) For Estonians during communist times. Eurovision represented . ...(lines 29-31)
fun
money
treedom
joy
(2 points)
47) What was the Estonians’ reaction when they won Eurovision? (4 points)

(8)The writer is opposed to Eurovisign. Name three reasons for his gpposition.

(9 points)
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Vocabulary (20 points)
A, 1t was mosty, _ of you to lend me your money.
2. Apharmacist.orad___, . . is a person who prepares and sells
medicines.
/
/V She was B, oypee - _ the best candidate.
4. 1S P, - that they didn't tell us where they were going. | wonder
where they went, and why they kept it a secret.
5. Are you s. . gnough to drive. Iim?
B, SIS S o e e at her danghter's wedding. Those were tears of joy.
7. Heisreally .. s .. He never buys the drinks when we go out.

/8, Even at the age of 100. she stili had all her fe _
9/[ will always r o ~_ Iving to you about the money.

10. Burge McCall and his wife Venita had lived together most
UMy oo e oo fOU three years and tour months.

Writing-Burge McCall (15 points)

Write a letter from Mrs. McCall to a fiiend. In this letter she informs her friend of

Bury's death and explains hoe their marriage developed from an unhappy one to a

happy one.
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Olivia Newton John and Cliff Richard, most contestants are second-rate singers who never

become well known.

Amazingly. some countries still care about winning, especially the smaller countries. For
20 example, during communist times, Eurovision was a symbol of liberty for the Estonmans.
Their television shows were censored and Eurovision wasn't broadcast on Estonian TV.

In the 1990s Estonia became a democracy and began participating in Eurovision. When
they won the song contest in 2001, people ran out into the streets to celebrate.

However, in my mind, the pride of small countries is not a good enough reason to keep this
contest alive, Let’s stop wasting money and find another way to determine what the best

popular songs are.
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Questions
(1) What is the purpose of this review"
1. to trace the history of Eurovision
2. to praise Eurovision
() to question the importance of Eurovision
4. to explain the importance of Eurovision
{3 points)
2} A major even had just ended in Europe when the Eurovision began. What was it?

The agsor. evert wes. world war Il ...
(4 points)
(3) According to lines 5-16. one of the goals of the first Eurovision contest was (o
1. Choose the most popular European country
>, make Europe more popular

choose the best new popular singer
@} make Europe more united
{2 points)
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(5) Abba and Celine Dion were spccial/ﬁoﬂ(ﬂr points)

(6) For Estonians during communist times. Eurovision represented . ...(lines 29-31)

1. fun
2. money
3) freedom
4. joy
(2 points)
{7) What was the Estonians’ reaction when they won Eurovision? (4 points)

Fstonians veaction was to raw /otp the sheets

7 (8)The writer is opposed to Eurovisign. Name three reasons for his op ositionf
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Vocabulary (20 points)
A, 1t was most geh€logus of you to lend me your money.
2. A pharmacist. oradruw9g/ s t _ . is a person who prepares and sells
medicines.
ye
/V She was umq}ﬁd ![ _ the best candidate.
4. It's pg(:..dr'a L that they didn't tell us where they were going. | wonder

where they went, and why they kept it a secret.

5. Are youse? beif gnough to drive. Iim?

6. Sheshad teaes  at her danghter's wedding. Those were tears of joy.

]
He isreally . _ ., . g+ “'"jz . e never buys the drinks when we go out.

il

8. Evenat the age of 100. she still had all her facelties
9/[ will always r eﬂgf ~_ Iving to you about the money.

10. Burge McCall and his wife Venita had lived together most
“'].LL@SQA_H}(_ for three years and tour months.

Writing-Burge McCall (15 points)

Write a letter from Mrs. McCall to a fiiend. In this letter she informs her friend of
Bury's death and explains hoe their marriage developed from an unhappy one to a
happy one.



